
Forest or Savanna? 
You are walking through a Longleaf Pine Sandhill 
natural community. The open understory of the 
Sandhill is often called savanna. Abundant sunlight 
reaches the ground, creating good conditions for 
grasses and wildflowers to grow. Savannas are 
maintained by fires that occur naturally. 

What happens when fire is removed? 
Fast growing hardwood trees invade and change 
sunlight patterns, water supply, and nutrients. Many 
groundcover plants are shaded out. Sandhill animals 
like the gopher tortoise find it harder to live here.

Sandhill once covered most of the land from 
Virginia to the Mississippi River. Human use has 
made Sandhills more endangered than the Tropical 
Rainforest. Less than 2% of Sandhill is left!  
Preserves like Morningside are trying to keep the little 
Sandhill we have left healthy with prescribed fire and 
reintroduction of native species. 

Continue on the path to see how native species stay healthy 
with fire…
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Morningside Prescribed Burn February 2003

Morningside Prescribed Burn June 2003



Southern Toad emerging a�er burn

Dragonfly gathers nutrients from ash


